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Cristiano Ronaldo’s decision to remove two Coca-Cola bottles from view at a press
conference, and dent the value of the fizzy drink maker’s sponsorship of the European
Championship, has highlighted the risks brands face associating with sports stars made
powerful by the social media era.

The Portugal captain, a renowned health fanatic who

eschews carbonated drinks and alcohol, underlined his point by holding a bottle of

water while saying “agua”, Portuguese and Spanish for water. The water brand in

guestion happened to be owned by Coca-Cola too, but the damage — by a major sports star
with 550 million social media followers — was done.

“It's obviously a big moment for

any brand when the world’s most followed footballer on social media does something like
that,” says Tim Crow, a sports marketing consultant who advised Coca-Cola on football
sponsorship for two decades. “Coke pays tens of millions to be a Uefa sponsor and as

part of that there are contractual obligations for federations and teams, including

taking part in press conferences with logos and products. But there are always

risks.”

Major brands have never been able to control the actions of their star

signings. Nike decided, stoically, to stand by Tiger Woods as the golfing prodigy lost
sponsors including Gillette and Gatorade after a 2009 sex scandal. However, Ronaldo’s
public snub signifies a different kind of threat to the once cosy commercial balance of
power between stars and brands, one born of the social media era.

“Ronaldo is right at

the top of social media earners,” says PR expert Mark Borkowski. “It is about the rise

of the personal brand, the personal channel, it gives so much bloody power. That's what
has allowed Ronaldo to make a point [about a healthy lifestyle].”

Now 36, the world’'s

most famous footballer has built an empire that has seen him make more thanR$1bn
(E720m) in football salaries, bonuses and commercial activities such as sponsorships.
What is crucial is the global platform social media has given him — half a billion

followers on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook — which has freed him from following the
commercial rules of clubs, tournaments and their sponsors. He is the highest earner on
Instagram, commandingR$1m per paid post, and with more thanR$40m in income from the
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social media platform annually he makes more than his salary at Juventus.

“People are

saying this is about athlete activism and there is some truth to that,” says Crow.
“Athletes are taking a more activist view, we are seeing that, most recently in press
conferences. And we will see it again.”

On Tuesday, the France midfielder Paul Pogba, a

practising Muslim, removed a bottle of Euro 2024 sponsor Heineken’s non-alcoholic 0.0
brand from the press conference table when he sat down to speak to the media after his
team’s 1-0 win over Germany. Three years ago, he was one of a group of Manchester
United stars who boycotted a contractual event for sponsors to protest at the club’s
poor travel arrangements that had affected Champions League games.

Crow says the most

important example of athlete activism came last month when Naomi Osaka, the No 2-ranked
female tennis player, pulled out of the French Open after being finedR$15,000 and
threatened with expulsion by organisers for saying she would skip contractual media
obligations because of the effect on her mental health.

Osaka, who has more than 4

million social media followers, used Twitter to explain her “huge waves of anxiety” and
the “outdated rules” governing players and media conferences, and announce she was
pulling out of Roland Garros.

“Activism is now on every sponsor’s radar,” says Crow,

who believes Ronaldo’s move could mark the beginning of the end of product
placement-laden press conferences.

“My view is that for a long time now having

sponsors’ products on the table in front of athletes in press conferences looks

outdated and inauthentic and it's time to retire it,” he says. “This incident

highlights that fact. Many of my sponsor clients have mentioned this in the past,
particularly those targeting younger consumers. It's not as if sponsors don’t have
enough branding throughout tournaments and events anyway.”
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manteiga marrom e a torta do mel da Marksman séo ricas, crocantees com profundidade — tudo o
Que Vocé Poderia Sempre Querr De Uma Tarta Doce Aqui eu tentei recriar Seu Sabor na forma
dos potenciometro para servir No Final Da Jantar Com Um elegante Grating DE chocolate escuro
Boa Qualidade!

Manteiga e mel de cremes

Toda a alegria da minha torta favorita, sem ter que fazer pastelaria.

Prep

15 min.

Cooke

15 min.

Set.

2 horas ++

makes

64579803

350ml

creme duplos.

200ml

Leite integral

Uma pitada de

sal marinho escamoso

, mais extra para terminar.

80g mel escuro runny

60g.

manteiga sem sal

3 gemas de ovo

20g cornflour

20g chocolate escuro

, para grades

Sal marinho sal,

Servir a

Coloque 200ml do creme duplo sportingbet 365bet uma salsa com leite, sai e mel. Ponha a
panela sobre um calor médio para cozinhar ocasionalmente até que o liquido comece apenas
ferver; retire-a diretamente da calda de agua quente!

Derreta a manteiga sportingbet 365bet uma segunda panela de molho com um calor médio,
girando para evitar que os soélidos do leite se caramelizam muito rapidamente e cozinhe até
comecar o cheiro da nogueira. Novamente tire-a (vocé deve ter 40g9).

Em uma tigela, bata as gemas de ovo e manteiga marrom até que bem combinadas ou suaves;
sportingbet 365bet seguida lentamente coloque a mistura com creme quente.

Retorne a mistura de creme para o molho, coloque-a sportingbet 365bet um calor médio e
cozinhe constantemente até ficar grossa.

Tire a panela do calor e, sportingbet 365bet seguida bata o creme duplo restante até que esteja
totalmente incorporado. Use um liquidificador ou uma misturadeira para Emulsificar

Divida o creme uniformemente entre servir copos ou ramekins, sportingbet 365bet seguida
cologue na geladeira para definir por pelo menos duas horas. Uma vez definido Leve-os fora da
frigorificoria e cubra cada pote com um pouco de chocolate escuro grelhado (e uma pitada) do
sal flaky que serve a vocé mesmo!
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